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THE MOHAMMEDAN CONFESSION OF FAITH.

THEKE IS NO GOD BUT GOD.

The existence and the Unity of God the Creator, Preserver,
and Governor of all things is the one grand dogma of Moham-
med ; and the Moslem confessions of faith enlarge upon the
divine attributes in a manner which would be edifying, if they
did not, in asserting the Unity, deny the Trinity. Mohammed,
before he came forward as a prophet, had been deeply impressed
with the absurdity and sin of idolatry, but the Koran shews
that he had had some intercourse with Christians. Still he
had never learnt to discriminate between three persons and three
Gods, and the Trinity which he denounced was Tritheism, the
worship of a Father, a Mother, and a Son, a doctrine never
entertained by any considerable body, yet asserted, we are
informed, by Eutychius and Almakin, by some at the Council
of Nice. " Say not there are three Gods; abstain from this: it
will be better for you; because God is but one God: far be it
he should have a Son. To Him belongs what is in the heavens
and what is in the earth. God is a sufficient protector. Christ
does not proudly disdain to be a servant of God."* Such is
the language of the Koran (iv. 169). And again, in another
chapter (v. 125), "When God shall say, eO Jesus, son of
Mary, hast thou said to man, Take me and my mo-
ther for two Gods beside God, he shall answer, Praise be
unto thee 1 It is not for me to say that which I ought not.
If I had so said, surely thou wouldst have known it. Thou
knowest what is in me, but I know not what is in thee, for
thou art the knower of secrets. I have only spoken to them
that which thou didst command, Worship God, my Lord and
your Lord.3 And (v. 82), " They surely are unbelieving who